1915]                THE   BATTLE   OP  LOOS

The importance of the air had revealed itself, and
all the combatants were busied with new construc-
tion. In Britain we turned out a great number of
new machines. We experimented with larger types,
and we perfected the different varieties of aerial
bomb. The enemy airplanes began to improve in
speed and handiness, but where Germany advanced
an inch we advanced an ell. Admirable as was the
air work of all the Allies, the British service, under
its Director-General, Sir David Henderson, had
reached by midsummer a height of efficiency which
was not exceeded by any other branch of the Army
or Navy.

To a student of military affairs it seemed amazing
that a department only a few years old, and with
less than one year's experience of actual war, should
have attained so soon to so complete an efficiency
and so splendid a tradition. Young men gathered
from all quarters and all professions became in a
little while of one type. They had the same quiet
voices, the same gravity, the same dulled eyes, with
that strange look in them that a man gets from peer-
ing into infinite space. The air, like the deep sea,
seemed to create its own gentility, and no service
had ever a more perfect breeding.
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In September a man with ample leisure and a pas-
sion for discomfort might have walked in a continuous
ditch from the North Sea to the Alps. Two trenches,
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